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Today  once  more  the  conversation  is  for  Victory  Gardeners 
You  know  one  of  the  rules  for  a  successful  garden  is:    Keep'  all  the  space 
occupied  all  season".    Don't  let  carefully  worked,  well-cultivated  soil  go  to 
waste,  or  go  to  feeding  weeds  when  it  might  be  supplying  you  with  food  to  eat 
fresh  and  put  up  for  winter. 

Right  now  many  of  the  crops  from  the  spring  garden  are  finished.  Lettuce, 
early  peas,  radishes,  turnip  greens,  for  example,  are  over — or  soon  will  "be.  In 
their  place  put  in  other  vegetables  that  will  thrive  in  stimmer. 

As  a  matter  of  fact,  in  many  parts  of  the  country  Victory  gardeners  can 
have  3  gardens — a  spring  garden... a  summer  garden  to  plant  now... and  a  fall 
garden. 

Since  it  is  time  to  put  in  your  summer  garden  right  now — or  very  soon, 
here  are  some  suggestions  as  to  what  to  put  in  it.    Plant  now:  Swiss  chard,  if 
you  haven't  already  planted  it,  and  New  Zealand  spinach. . .two  vegetables  to  supply 
your  family  with  greens  during  the  hot  weather.    You  can  al30  plant  now  beans— snap 
beans... lima  beans .. .vegetable  soybeans .. .green  shell  beans... and  black-eyed 
peas — all  vegetables  that  supply  protein  as  well  as  minerals  and  vitamins.  You 
can  also  put  in  now  sweet  corn  and  late  cabbage.    In  southern  parts  of  the 
country  you  can  put  in  sweet  potato  plants  and  okra. 

If  you  want  a  few  plants  of  green  pepper  and  eggplant,  buy  the  plants  from 
your  local  seed  dealer  or  florist  and  be  sure  to  set  them  where  they  will  get 
enough  sun. 


-  2  - 

In  your  Victory  Garden  bulletin  you  will  find  all  the  information  on  how 
much  to  plant  of  these  succession  crops.    And  "by  the  way,  it's  a  good  idea  to 
follow  leafy    vegetables  with  root  vegetables,  and  root  vegetables  with  leafy 
vegetables— or ,  in  other  words,  to  plant  a  different  kind  of  vegetable  for  the 
summer  crop  from  the  early  crop.    Don't  plant  summer  greens  where  spring  greens 
were.    Don't  follow  early  peas  with  summer  beans. 

Keep  up  the  good  fight  against  weeds  and  insects.    Remember  that  the  best 
time  to  get  out  the  weeds  is  right  after  a  rain  when  the  ground  is  moist.  Weeds 
come  out  easily  then.     You  don't  have  to  hoe  deep  to  loosen  them.    Many  times 
all  you  need  to  do  is  to  scratch  the  very  surface  of  the  ground.    As  perhaps 
you  know,  the  old  idea  that  cultivating  and  shaking  up  the  soil  was  good  for  its 
own  sake  is  out  of  date.    Plant  scientists  suggest  now  that  you  cultivate  only 
enough  to  get  out  the  weeds.    Too  much  cultivation  may  disturb  roots,  especially 
those  like  corn  that  grow  hear  the  surface  of  the  ground. 

As  you  weed  after  a  rain,  try  not  to  trample  the  ground  any  more  than  you 
have  to,  especially  if  you  have  a  clay  soil  that  packs  hard  easily.    By  the 
way,  if  you  have  a  clay  soil,  you  can  do  a  lot  to  remedy  it  for  next  season  by 
starting  a  compost  pile  now.    Whenever  you  have  anything  like  leaves,  straw, 
clumps  of  grass  roots,  even  stuff  from  the  kitchen  like  outside  leaves  of 
lettuce,  cabbage,  cauliflower,  potato  peelings,  vegetable  tops — any  kind  of 
organic  matter,  as  the  scientists  say,  put  it  on  your  compost  pile. 

Tou  don't  have  to  dig  a  hole  for  your  ccmpost  pile,  but  most  people  do  it 
that  way.     If  you  haven't  room  any  where  else,  sta-.  t  the  compost  pile  in  a 
corner  of  your  garden.    Begin  with  a  layer  of  waste  material ...  say  6  or  8  inches 
deep.    Cover  with  a  thin  layer  of  garden  soil  so  as  not  to  attract  gnats.. .and 
just  keep  on  that  way.,  .a  layer  of  organic  matter  and  then  a  layer  of  soil.  If 
you  happen  to  have  some  extra  lime  or  superphosphate,  scatter  \  littl-        ?t  on 
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the  pile.    Stable  manure  is  a  "big  help,  hut  it  is  rather  hard  for  city  gardeners 
to  get. _  You  can  make  good  compost  without  it.    Be  sure  to  keep  the  compost  wet 
and  turn  it  over  a  few  times  a  season.    Put  it  where  you  can  reach  it  with  a 
hose  during  dry  spells. 

Every  gardener  should  understand  what  compost  does  for  the  soil.  Beside 
making  the  ground  easier  to  work,  it  acts  as  a  reservoir  helping  the  soil  hold 
moisture  during  the  dry  season.    Of  course,  it  also  has  a  little  fertilizing 
value,  too. 

One  way  to  keep  dogs  and  cats  otit  of  your  garden  is  to  spray  plants  with 
nicotine  sulphate.    Animals  don't  like  the  smell  or  it.    Nicotine  sulphate  also 
is  useful  against  many  insect  p»sts.    Of  course,  dogs  and  cats  are  not  the  only 
animals  that  "bother  gardens.  Rabbits  are  a  nuisance  also — and  a  big  nuisance  in 
many  places.    Nicotine  sulphate  helps  against  rabbits.    Sulphur .. .what  the 
druggist  calls  "flower  of  sulphur "...  that  familiar  yellow  powder... is  good  for 
keeping  out- -rabbits.     Scatter  sulphur  along  the  rows  or  put  it  on  your  beans, 
potato  and  cabbage  plants.    One  State  game  warden  recommends  Epsom  salts  to  fool 
the  rabbits.    He  advises  spraying  plants  with  a  solution  of  3  ounces  of  Epsom 
salts  in  one  gallon  of  wat«i*. 

Now.  just  a  couple  more  notes  for  Victory  Gardeners.    Metal  dust  guns  are 

-now  scarce  and  hard  to  get  in  many  places.    How  can  a  gardener  dust  rotenone  on 

his  beans  or  lime  on  his  tomatoes  and  eggplants  without  a  duster?    Answer:  Use 

a  homemade  duster.    A  cheesecloth  bag  full  of  dust  is  one  simple  kind  of  homemade  duster 
many  gardeners  use.    Another  is  a  homemade  shaker  type  of  duster... a  pickle  or 
olive  |ai*  with  holes  in  the  lid  made  with  the  point  of  a  six-penny  nail.  Be 
sure  to  make  the  holes  from  the  inside  of  the  lid.     Fill  the  jar  half  full  of 
dust... put  on  the  lid. .  .and  go  to  work.     Shake  the  dust  in.  and  among  the  leaves 
to  get  it  underneath  the  leaves  where  the  bean  beetles  do  their  eating. 

By  the  way,  never  use  Paris  green  or  lead  arsenate  on  your  beans.  It 
burns  up  the  bean  leaves.    Paris  green  is  all  right  for  some  things  like  potatoes, 
but  even  then,  it  must  be  used  right. 


